World Box

Singapore

The Republic of Singapore is an island country & city-state. It is at the southern end
of the Malay Peninsula in Asia. Singapore is about one degree of latitude (137
kilometres or 85 miles) north of theequator. Its closest neighbors
are Malaysia and Indonesia. About 5.40 million people live in Singapore. About
3.31 million are citizens. Most of them (76%) are ethnically Chinese. In Sanskrit,
an old Indian language, "Singaporean", from which Singapore got its name,
means "Lion City" commonly ruled by Sultans.

Singapore is made up of 63 islands, including the main island, which is known as Singapore Island to
most people, but is also known as Pulau Ujong. There are two man-made
connections to Johor, Malaysia: the Johor-Singapore Causeway in the north, and
the Tuas Second Link in the west. Jurong Island, Pulau Tekong, Pulau
Ubin and Sentosa are the largest of Singapore's smaller islands. The highest
natural point is Bukit Timah Hill at 166 m (545 ft).
About 23% of Singapore's land area are
forest and nature reserves. Urbanisation has
= removed most primary rainforest, with Bukit Timah
= - Nature Reserve the only significant remaining forest. Even though
SINGAPORE there is very little primary rainforest left, there are more than 300
A e - parks and four nature reserves in Singapore. There are also many
= trees planted all over Singapore and almost fifty per cent of the
country is covered by trees and plants. Because of this, Singapore is
‘o riie. also commonly known as the 'Garden City'.

The national language of Singapore is Malay. Other official languages of Singapore
are English, Mandarin and Tamil. English is the language of choice because it is the language that almost
everyone in Singapore knows. It is the first language taught in schools and the language used by
the government. Students are also taught their first language. This means that the Chinese will learn
Mandarin, Malays will learn Malay, and so on.
Students can also choose to learn a third language
in secondary school.

Groups from BSO which operate in Singapore are

1st Singapore 2" Singapore (Dulwich College) 3™ Singapore (United World College)

Watch this short film clip about Singapore - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rnzAhHPh8A
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